
THE Doppelpass – SELBST   
Thomas Eller , 2002





THE Doppelpass – SELBST

This installation in its entirety consists of 34 players and is displayed on a green carpet with the approximate dimensions 
of 20 x 30 feet.
It was first developed for a group exhibition in Bregenz, Austria in May 2002 . The show was called "Das verwendete Bild"
(The used/applied image).  During my research for the project I found a professional soccer player in Bregenz playing in the
first league of Austria whose name is also Thomas Eller. This coincidence was just too good to be missed. So I contacted
Thomas Eller to arrange for a friendly soccer match. 
"Doppelpass" (give-and-go) is a soccer term describing a tactical move in which two players exchange the ball very quickly
a couple of times while outrunning their opponents. It takes two to do that.
Far from developing Doppelganger-angst this piece is about sharing identity, using the same name to find common g round
between the athlete and the artist. Identity is understood as something fluid here, a transfer of names and roles.
To intensify this experience not only one moment in time is shown, but a synopsis of an entire afternoon of interaction. The
temporal density became all the more visible by the visitors’ interaction with the piece. Walking up the stairs at first one
encountered the installation at eye-level. While continuing to walk up the viewers’ perception shifted into a stadium pers-
pective.














